S,

" the poriraif 75 unflatfering, in a popi/.]af—;z;ue[? No. No French.

REJECT A HIT

IN THIS I1ssug: War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy

SPOOF-REJECTED BY TOM BENTLEY

"February, 1868
. 7o[s/oy.'

Ke: your “War and Feace” guery—my God, man, one word-
editing ! Readers /oJay are gusy counting the Jerfs, po/;'sﬁiny their
mazurkas and a/us/iny their Pasbkin collections. 7£ey haven’t the
stomach fo (/l'yes/ a 12-room dacha o/ a work. Think a 51‘1';5/[} Lt
/ but s/iyé/ } fea ya.r(/en of liferature for /o(fay s 5usy readers, or al
most an airy Jrawmy room. And lel’s be reasonable—War AXD
FPeace? Confine if to one, and save 350 pages.

Now, some specz'/}'cs: Tnstead of the oriyina[ Saint Te/ers&uy
setting, 1f’s best fovon/ ne fﬁe-wﬁafe\!fmym tiny ai[faye,
escﬁewz’ny all those a/reary fravel scenes. gf T have to read again
aboul the boorish beblraviors of a panopfy of yruggy roadside
characters, Pl scream! Tnd let’s avoid all that violence and
mayfem,‘ we can’t /oum/ [l'lerary works on sensationalism, you

know. And any z/rinfiny scenes have fo yo——/ﬁa/ s a /us/ Russian
stereolype that could use refresé)'ny. _rperﬁaps all the utf/iins could
be low-level clerks? aueryone bates a clerk.

You do show some promise with characler, lﬂouyﬂ must you go on so?
No more interminable sz'yﬁ.s /or the women or ﬁmy-wino/e(/ ﬁor/a/ory
oaths /}'om the men; think clean, declarative, aJ/'ecliue-free
sentences. It should also go without saying thal no women should die
in célf(/&'r[lf—-uyﬁ ! And really ——1'ncfua/1'z_zz_/£e greqcé even {L 5

Thre work shows no small, promise———&z/ i#’s TOO LARGE!
fjt'yﬁlen its bellt, shave its unshorn soldiers and pare 10 peasants
for every one saved, and you ml'yf/ have some[ﬁiny here. In fac/,
this miyﬁ/ make a per/éc/ prece of f[asﬁ fiction. Cut it down to 500

words and. resubmit.
Dest,
Tom J’?em‘/ey
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et’s step once again into the
role of the unconvinced,
perhaps even curmudgeonly
or fool-hearted editor:

What harsh rejection letters might

the authors of some of our favorite hit

books have had to endure?

e CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: If

you'd like to be the one doing the
rebuffing, channel the most clueless of
editors by humorously rejecting a hit in 300
words or fewer. Then, submit your letter via
e-mail to wdsubmissions@fwmedia.com
with “Reject a Hit” in the subject line.
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