


“On my upcoming trip to Tonga, we’ll 
get permits to come face-to-face-to-face 
with whales—it’s an unbelievable experience 
to have a 30-ton animal that is literally two 
feet away from you,” Davids says. “The 
whales come up from Antarctica to Tonga 
to give birth to their young—I feel like we 
have become a daycare for the baby whale. 
If  mom is okay with it, some of  these 
encounters can last hours.”

When he’s not running a daycare 
center for baby whales, Davids jaunts to 
other liquid-y parts of  the globe as a trip 
leader, hosting groups of  skilled amateur 
photographers, many of  whom have 
become friends over their years of  
excursions. Until COVID-19 hit, he was 
traveling 250 days of  the year—that’s a 
whole lot of  salt water, and many clicks of  
many cameras.

Cameras in close proximity have long 
been part of  his life: Davids grew up in 
Germany, but came to the U.S. in 1997 to 
study cinematography and directing at 
Long Beach State in Southern California. 
He first worked for a local TV station and 
then moved into film. How cameras are 
carried became a big part of  his life.
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Looking for answers, but have no clues? 
See page 56.

ABOVE, TOP TO BOTTOM: Atlantic spotted 
dolphins do some synchronized dancing in 
the Bahamas. Kaiya, a husky mix (and loyal 
trip companion) enjoys Joshua Tree National 
Park. OPPOSITE: A sweeping plain—with 
Airstream—on BLM land outside of Grand 
Canyon National Park.
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“There’s a handful of  standard tools that we use in the camera department on 
movie sets. There wasn’t a bag out there that I was happy with. So I designed my 
own bags to work with all the tools that I used as a camera assistant,” he says. 
“And I started a company, called Cinebags, for which I designed a specific line of  
specialty bags for underwater photographers.”

Davids continued working on feature films but his bag business took off, and 
his movie work was limited to films and TV shows needing water camera work. 
Then he merged two of  his passions—scuba diving and photography—and began 
arranging trips for marine photographers centered around a specific animal. 
Spotting Atlantic spotted dolphins in the Bahamas or watching orcas hunt seals 
off  the coast of  Argentina was much more fun than dealing with actors and movies. 

Davids ran his adventure photography trips around the globe for 15 years. 
And then COVID-19 hit. “If  you go from 11 months on the road to zero—that 

was definitely very challenging for me,” says Davids. 
And that’s where an Airstream 

comes in.
Davids bought a 2023 Interstate 19, 

and using it for land-based trips has 
become a new passion (as well as 
keeping his dog comfortable). “During 
Covid, I got a dog, and if  I go places for 
my photography where I can’t bring her, 
like if  it’s a national park, or if  I’m in a 
warm environment and I need to leave 
her behind, I need to have air conditioning 
so I can leave her in the vehicle,” he says. 
“And as I’m getting older, I wanted 
something more comfortable. The goal 
with the Airstream is travel to fewer 
destinations, but do longer trips.”

The ability to stay comfortable in the 
Interstate has also provided a new open
ing for his photographic patience. “What 
I love, and how it has most affected my 
photography is that as a photographer, I 
always chase light. I either chase light in 
the morning or I chase light in the evening 
or late afternoon to get the best lighting 
conditions. The Airstream makes it easier 
to sit there and wait for the light to be right.”

Davids has not only been chasing 
light with his Airstream, he’s been catching 
it. “I feel like ever since I got the Airstream, 
I’ve never seen so many sunrises and 
sunsets. Where the best light is, that’s 
where my photos come in. And to do 
that in comfort, and have all your amen
ities with you, and you get to chill—that 
to me is priceless.”

Davids has been taking weekend 
trips from his Southern California base in 
the Interstate, as well as a few longer 
excursions. “I’m on the road with a vehicle 
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OPPOSITE: The Interstate 19 faces some rugged 
buttes on BLM land outside Hanksville, Utah.
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every weekend. I got the four-by-four version, so I have a little more ground 
clearance, and most of  the stuff  I do is off  the grid,” he says. “I’m not in a 
campground and I’m hardly ever plugged in. I’m usually always somewhere in the 
middle of  nowhere on BLM land or at some crazy rock formation in Utah or 
Arizona or places like that.”

One of  his Utah trips was particularly rewarding for those landscape wonders. 
“Just outside of  Canyonlands National Park on BLM land: such a beautiful spot, 
with beautiful canyons. Not in the national park or a state park, but land in the 
middle of  nowhere that has these amazing rock formations.” 

Davids has some longer trips to come that will be Interstate-worthy: “I have 
on my to-do list to spend six months up in Alaska chasing eagles and otters and 
grizzly bears, and that kind of  stuff. I also have a trip planned for Baja California, 
because the variety of  marine wildlife down there is just unbelievable.”

Davids thinks if  he ever slows down, he might even make a gallery of  images 
to display in his Airstream. “I definitely have looked into turning my vehicle into 
this little underwater gallery. I just ordered a handful of  metal prints that I plan on 
putting all over the vehicle on the inside,” he says. 

Davids hasn’t had the Interstate for that long, but its qualities have grown on 
him. “There’s definitely artistry in the way the product was created and, as an 
artist, the vehicle becomes an extension of  your personality.” 

For Markus Davids, that means getting out there where the light is right: “If  
you just follow your passion and your dreams, it can work out.”

See his photographic work at www.markusdavids.com and check out 
“Boardroom,” Davids’ surf  documentary movie about the original surfboard 
builders in the 50s and 60s in Southern California: www.boardroomfilms.com.  

40    AIRSTREAM LIFE |  WINTER 2023 |  AIRSTREAMLIFE.COM

      COLLECTING EXPERIENCES

Photographer Markus Davids, out of the water.
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